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SPEAKERS



Mr. Al Maraj was appointed as Governor of the Central Bank of Bahrain (CBB), previously the Bahrain Monetary Agency (BMA), in January 2005. He 
was re-appointed on 2010, 2015 and most recently in 2020.

As Governor, Mr. Al Maraj carries ministerial ranking and is the chief executive of the CBB. The CBB is also the single regulator of Bahrain’s financial 
services industry.

Mr. Al Maraj has a wealth of experience in finance, engineering and management and has served with the Government and the private sector.
His career highlights include senior positions with Government, having served as Assistant Under-Secretary at the then Finance and National 
Economy Ministry and Under-Secretary at the Ministry of Transportation.

Prior to his appointment as CBB Governor, Mr. Al Maraj was General Manager and Chief Executive Officer of the Arab Petroleum Investments 
Corporation (Apicorp), which is based in Dammam, Saudi Arabia.

Currently, Mr. Al Maraj is Chairman of the boards of the Bahrain Institute of banking and Finance (BIBF) and Gulf Payments, and a member on the 
boards of the Economic Development Board (EDB), Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA), Social Health Insurance Fund Authority (SHIFA) and Gulf 
Monetary Council. 

He previously served as Chairman of the Bahrain Telecommunications Company, a member of the Consultation Council of the Co-operation Council 
for the Arab States of the Gulf, the Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (TRA) and the National Oil and Gas Authority (NOGA).

HE Rasheed Mohammed Al Maraj
Governor, Central Bank of Bahrain

Panelist



Ahmed Alkholifey is Governor of the Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority (Central Bank of Saudi Arabia). He obtained his Bachelor Degree in Law from
the King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia; Master in Business Administration and Ph.D. in Economics from Colorado State University, USA.

He started his career at the Saudi Arabian Ministry of Petroleum and Mineral Resources as Legal Specialist and then as Economic Researcher. Mr. 
Alkholifey joined the Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority in 1995 and worked as Economic Advisor and Director General of Economic Research and 
Statistics Department. In 2011, Mr. Alkholifey was appointed Executive Director for Saudi Arabia at the International Monetary Fund and worked 
there until 2013, when he was appointed Deputy Governor for Research and International Affairs at the Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority. In May 
2016, he was appointed Governor of the Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority.

HE Dr. Ahmed Abdulkarim Alkholifey
Governor, Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority 

Panelist



Dietrich Domanski is Secretary General of the FSB, a position he has held since January 2018. As Secretary General, Dietrich directs the work of the 
FSB’s secretariat, located in Basel. The FSB promotes international financial stability; it does so by coordinating national financial authorities and 
international standard-setting bodies as they work toward developing strong regulatory, supervisory and other financial sector policies.
Previously Dietrich was Deputy Head of the Monetary and Economic Department and Head of Economic Analysis at the Bank for International 
Settlements (BIS), where he coordinated the BIS’s cooperative activities, prepared the regular meetings of central bank Governors and oversaw 
analytical work on a wide range of financial stability issues.

Dietrich joined the BIS in 2000 and held various senior positions in the Monetary and Economic Department, including Head of Secretariat for the 
Committee on the Global Financial System and the Markets Committee during the financial crisis. Before joining the BIS, Dietrich headed the capital 
markets group in the Economics Department of the Deutsche Bundesbank. He also worked as an International Monetary Fund advisor to Bank 
Indonesia during the Asian crisis in the late 1990s.

Dietrich was born in 1963 in Clausthal (Germany). He holds Diplomas in Finance from the University for Applied Sciences of the Deutsche 
Bundesbank and in Economics from the University of Frankfurt.

Dietrich Domanski
Secretary General of the Financial Stability Board 

Panelist



Dr. Khaled Kawan
Group CEO, Bank ABC

Panelist

Dr. Kawan joined ABC in June 1991. He was Group Legal Counsel until December 2009, when he was appointed Deputy Group Chief 
Executive.

Dr. Kawan was appointed Group Chief Executive Officer of ABC in October 2013. He represents the ABC Group as Chairman of the 
Boards of ABC Islamic Bank E.C. He is also a Director of ABC International Bank plc. He has more than 25 years of banking experience.

He holds a Ph.D. (Doctorat D’Etat) in Banking Laws, University of Paris (Sorbonne), France.



Sael Al Waary
Deputy Group CEO, Bank ABC

Sael Al Waary is a banker and technologist with a career spanning 35 years. He is currently the Deputy Group Chief Executive Officer of Bank 
ABC Group, covering 15 countries across five continents.

He is recognised for spearheading a number of Fintech innovations across the Middle East, in particular the establishment of Bank ABC’s digital 
mobile-only Bank, ila, which is one of the fastest growing such banks in the region.

Mr. Al Waary has a strong passion for FinTech, driving innovative products and services to enable greater financial inclusion across the region. 
He leverages his experience to impact banking in MENA in the ever changing FinTech landscape. He is a renowned thought leader, conference 
speaker and panellist at leading FinTech events around the world. 

He is the Chairman of ila Bank’s Advisory Board, Bank ABC in Jordan and Arab Financial Services Company, and Vice Chairman of Bank ABC in 
Egypt. He has previously served on the Board of Banco ABC Brasil.

Keynote



Gillian Tett has an unparalleled track record at predicting important trends that impact the world. She called the credit crunch crisis
three years ahead of anyone else. Her journalistic work, to chart and explain the ensuing global financial crisis is well documented and
she has received awards for her work.

More recently, she foresaw the rise of populism, the electoral success of President Trump, and she now warns on the emerging risks
posed by certain new types of Fintech — products and services that arise from new types of ‘financial innovation’ and the current lag
of effective regulation and governance to manage these activities.

Gillian Tett is Managing Editor (US) and columnist at the Financial Times. In her previous role at the FT, she oversaw global coverage of
the financial markets. Her twice-weekly column earned her recognition as Columnist of the Year at the 2014 Press Awards.

In 2004, Gillian began building a team at the Financial Times to cover capital markets, correctly anticipating the need to watch an
industry growing uncommonly fast. By 2007, a year ahead of the curve, she began issuing her news breaking warnings of a looming
financial crisis.

Gillian’s current book is The Silo Effect: Why Every Organisation Needs to Disrupt Itself to Survive. She is the author of the New York
Times bestseller Fool’s Gold, the gripping tale of how a team of Wall Street bankers led by J.P. Morgan’s CEO Jamie Dimon created the
world of ‘shadow banking,’and then lost control of their creation. Fool’s Gold is a vital contribution to our understanding of the worst
economic crisis since the Great Depression. She also wrote Saving the Sun, about Japan’s financial collapse in the 1990s. She was
Japan bureau chief for the FT during their ‘lost decade’. Gillian’s next book will be about why every CEO (and investor) needs their
‘inner anthropologist’ to make informed
decisions.

In recognition of her work, Gillian has won several awards, including the UK Speechwriters’ Guild Business Communicator of the Year
2012, the Journalist of the Year at the British Press Awards 2009, British Business Journalist of the Year in 2008, and the Wincott prize
in 2007. Gillian also received The British Academy President’s Medal 2011, which rewards service to the cause of the humanities and
social sciences, specifically for her insightful journalism contributing to public understanding. More recently, she was recognised as
columnist of the Year at the 2014 Press Awards.

Dr. Gillian Tett
Chairman of the US Editorial Board and America Editor-at-Large, Financial Times

Moderator & Keynote



Stephen Sackur is a renowned English journalist, and the award-winning presenter of HARDtalk, BBC World News’ flagship current
affairs interview programme. He has been a journalist with BBC News since 1986, as BBC European, Washington, Middle East and
Foreign Correspondent.

He is widely respected as an outstanding interviewer and moderator, with a superb knowledge of current affairs, and an affable, yet no
nonsense style. Capable of getting right to the heart of the matter of a vast range of subjects and issues, Sackur is among the finest of
presenters. He was awarded the ‘International TV Personality of the Year Award’ by the Association of International Broadcasters in
2010, and nominated as ‘Speech Broadcaster of the Year’ at the Sony Radio Awards 2013.

Since becoming presenter of HARDtalk in 2004, he has interviewed prominent international personalities, including former US vice-
president Al Gore, President Hugo Chávez of Venezuela, President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva of Brazil, and a host of other leaders and
politicians from around the world. He has also interviewed leading cultural figures including Gore Vidal, Richard Dawkins, and Noam
Chomsky.

He has contributed countless articles to The Observer, The London Review of Books, New Statesman, The Guardian and The Daily
Telegraph. In 1991 he wrote ‘On the Basra Road’. Sackur studied at Emmanuel College, Cambridge, and Harvard University’s John F.
Kennedy School of Government.

Stephen Sackur
Journalist & Presenter of BBC HARDtalk

Moderator



After a career in banking (Goldman, Sachs), Inma Martinez joined telecom giant Cable & Wireless to become the Global Head of IP services in 

the late 1990s, just when digitalisation and the Internet were emerging. Shifting to entrepreneurship in 2000, she has been directly behind the 

development of mobile Internet services, A.I. personalisation and prediction of consumer behaviours, video and music streaming, intelligent 

wearables, the connected car and smart living. Considered a proven and industry-recognised technology pioneer, very early in her career she 

was described by Fortune and TIME as one of Europe’s top talents in social engagement through technology, while FastCompany labelled her a 

“firestarter” at their event Fast Talk Forum (11/2000).

In 2001 Euromoney Publications invited her to join a CEO and EU Commissioners forum where Inma Martinez was voted the “Best contributor 

to the formation of strategy” in the section “Driving the Future of Europe’s Digital Economy”, which led her to become one of the most active 

advisors to the European Union across working groups developing strategy and regulation on Web 2.0 and the digitalization of industries, Big 

Data and Artificial Intelligence. In the UK she has served on the board of the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport’s Innovation 

Fund (2009-2010) and in 2010 she was appointed industry ambassador on entrepreneurship to the UK Trade & Investment Catalyst Group, a 

role that has taken her around the world to support British bilateral relations in countries like Croatia, Brazil and China. In July 2020 the 

government of Spain appointed her advisor to the Council for the Development of a National A.I. Strategy at the Ministry of Economy and 

Digital Transformation.

As an engaged scientist, Inma Martinez gets involved in corporate projects as a consultant in a variety of industries where A.I. and 

digitalisation can help transform businesses. For over 10 years she has developed a committed relationship with Imperial College London 

where she is a guest lecturer at the MSc Management program, the MSc in Economics and the MSc Innovation, Entrepreneurship and Strategy 

and a mentor of disruptive new scientific projects at their accelerator programme spin-off Deep Science Ventures, a venture-builder science 

institute where audacious entrepreneurial scientists explore solutions to world’s challenges. She recently joined SynSapien, an organisation of 

500 scientists across European and U.S. universities developing medical equipment at low cost to fight Covid-19.

A technology author (“The 5th Industrial Revolution: A 21st Century Commercial Expansion of Space” (Planeta 2019, Beijing Xinhua Winshare

2021), Inma Martinez is one of the most respected figures in the international speaking circles, who describes the future in attainable terms 

and outlines actionable strategies where technological development becomes a force for good for human-centric progress and stakeholder 

value creation. In 2018 she was listed at #1 amongst “The Top 10 Women Changing The Landscape Of Data” by U.S.A. industry publication 

Enterprise Management 360 and one of the top “50 A.I. Influencers To Follow On Twitter” by Cognilytica, an A.I. and Cognitive Sciences 

Research agency.

Inma Martinez
Digital Pioneer and A.I. Scientist

Keynote



Dr. Ziad Daoud is the chief Middle East economist for Bloomberg Economics. Prior to joining Bloomberg in September 2017, he was the 
head of economics at QNB Group, leading a team that produced analysis on the Middle East as well as the global economy. 

Previously, he worked as an economist at Fulcrum Asset Management where his research focused on the interaction between the 
macroeconomy and financial markets. He holds a PhD in economics from the London School of Economics and a BSc in economics and 
statistics from University College London

Dr. Ziad Daoud 
Chief Emerging Markets Economist, Bloomberg

Keynote



Winston Ma is an investor, attorney, author, and adjunct professor in the global digital economy. Ma expertise lie in in the global digital
economy, cross border investments, and multinational law and policy. Most recently for 10 years, he was Managing Director and Head of
North America Office for China Investment Corporation (CIC), China’s sovereign wealth fund, where he makes cross-border digital economy
investments (the “Digital Silk Road”) and seek synergies between China and world markets (“Global Investments, China Factors”). Prior to
that, Ma served as the deputy head of equity capital markets at Barclays Capital, a vice president at J.P. Morgan investment banking, and a
corporate lawyer at Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP in New York.

At CIC’s inception in 2007, Winston Ma was among the first group of overseas hires by CIC, where he was a founding member of both CIC’s
Private Equity Department and later the Special Investment Department for direct investing (Head of CIC North America office 2014-2015).
He had leadership roles in global investments involving financial services, technology (TMT), energy and natural resources sectors, including
the setup of West Summit (Huashan) Capital, a cross-border growth capital fund in Silicon Valley, which was CIC’s first overseas tech
investment. He served on the board of international listed and private companies.

Nationally certified Software Programmer as early as 1994, Winston Ma is the book author of China’s Mobile Economy (Wiley 2016, among
“best 2016 business books for CIOs”), Digital Economy 2.0 (Chinese 2017), The Digital Silk Road (German/ English 2018), China’s AI Economy
(Japanese 2019), as well as Investing in China (Risk Books, 2006). His latest book “The Hunt for Unicorns: How Sovereign Funds Are
Reshaping Investment in the Digital Economy” (Wiley publishing) is forthcoming 2020, as well as “China’s Digital Economy” (Wiley
publishing, forthcoming 2021).

Winston Ma selected a 2013 Young Global Leader at the World Economic Forum (WEF) and has been a member of the Council for Long-Term
Investing and Council for Digital Economy and Society. He has served as adjunct professor at NYU School of Law (current course “Sovereign
Investments & Regulations”), NYU Stern Business School and Tsinghua School of Economics and Management. He earned his MBA from the
University of Michigan Ross Business School (Beta Gamma Sigma) and his master of comparative jurisprudence from the New York University
School of Law (Hauser Global Scholar). He earned bachelor of science (electronics materials major) and bachelor of law degrees from Fudan
University in Shanghai, China. He is a member of New York University (NYU) President’s Global Council since inception, and in 2014 he
received the NYU Distinguished Alumni Award.

Winston Ma
High-Tech Investor & Digital Economy Author

Keynote



Ciaran Martin CB founded the UK’s world leading National Cyber Security Centre and headed it for the first four years of its existence.
Currently, after stepping down from his role with NCSC at the end of August 2020, Martin holds the position of Professor of Practice in the
Management of Public Organisations at Oxford University’s Blavatnik School of Government and advises NATO and a number of private
sector organisations on cyber security strategies.

The NCSC, part of GCHQ, where Martin served as an executive board member for six and a half years, is regarded as the world leader
among public authorities for cyber security. The International Telecommunications Union now ranks the UK as the #1 country for cyber
security as a result of the NCSC’s work.

Under Martin’s leadership, the NCSC took the lead in managing more than 2,000 nationally significant cyber-attacks against the UK,
including the so-called Wannacry attack against the NHS in 2017. He led the detection work that prompted the Government to call out, for
the first time, cyber aggression from Russia, China, Iran and North Korea. He helped the NCSC transform the Government’s relationship with
business on cyber security. In 2018, in a keynote at the CBI’s cyber security conference, he launched a board toolkit with five essential
questions corporate leaders needed to understand. As a global cyber security leader, he travelled to more than 30 countries in five
continents building partnerships with Government, national security and corporate leaders. At the NCSC he was a much sought after guest
of the UK’s major corporate boards.

Martin believes the essence of good cyber security is demystifying a complex subject and finding a way and a language for the specialists to
engage with the leadership. That becomes more and more important as new technologies and technology platforms – 5G, the Internet of
Things, quantum – become the new realities.

Martin is also a 23 year veteran of the UK Government, working directly with five Prime Ministers and a variety of senior Ministers from
three political parties. He held senior positions at HM Treasury and the Cabinet Office as well as GCHQ. He was head of the Cabinet
Secretary’s Office and led the official negotiations that led to the agreed terms and rules for the Scottish independence referendum.

In 2020 Ciaran Martin was appointed CB by Her Majesty The Queen and has received a range of awards domestically and internationally in
recognition of his cyber security work.

Ciaran Martin 
Founding CEO of the National Cyber Security Centre

Keynote



Dr. Simon Hayward
Author, The Agile Leader

Dr Simon Hayward is an acclaimed author, Honorary Professor at Alliance Manchester Business School, and founder and CEO of 
leadership consultancy Cirrus. He has a wealth of strategic leadership experience gained over 30 years. He has developed major 
leadership programmes for clients across Asia-Pacific, Europe and North America and is considered a trusted advisor by many 
including Standard Chartered, M&G and BT.

A leading conference speaker, Simon has spoken at the Agile Business Conference, the British Academy of Management (BAM) Annual 
Conference, the Charity Finance Group Annual Conference, the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development (CIPD) Annual 
Conference, and the Innovation Roundtable Summit. He has also presented at events and conferences at leading academic 
institutions including Alliance Manchester Business School, Cass Business School, Leeds University Business School, and the University 
of Melbourne LH Martin Institute.

Simon’s most recent book, The Agile Leader, was published by Kogan Page in June 2018.  His first book, Connected Leadership, was 
published by FT Publishing in 2016 and was shortlisted as Management Book of the Year by the Chartered Management Institute and 
the British Library. Simon has also had chapters published in the Palgrave Handbook of Leadership in Transforming Asia (2017), which 
explored Connected Leadership in the Asian context, and the Sage Handbook of Qualitative Business and Management Research 
Methods (2017).

Simon has a DBA and MBA from Alliance Manchester Business School and an MA (Hons) in English from Oxford University. A Fellow of
the Chartered Management Institute and The Royal Society of Arts and a member of the British Academy of Management and the 
Chartered Institute of Marketing.

He is a frequent media commentator, featuring in leading publications including the Financial Times, The Sunday Times, Management 
Today, Human Resources and The Guardian, as well as on Sky News and the BBC.

Simon’s work with clients has been recognised by the International Business Awards, Business Culture Awards, People Management 
Awards, Management Consultancies Association Awards, HR Excellence Awards, Personnel Today Awards and the Hotel Catering 
Personnel and Training Awards.

Keynote



Hari Moorthy
Global Head of Transaction Banking, Goldman Sachs

Hari Moorthy is the Global Head of Transaction Banking at Goldman Sachs, where he built the business from the ground up. He first 
joined Goldman Sachs in 2007 and was global head of the Development Practices Group and chief technology officer of Global 
Prime Services through 2014. Hari was named technology fellow in 2010 and managing director in 2012. He rejoined the firm as a 
partner in 2018.

Prior to rejoining the firm, Hari was chief technology officer of trading and counterparty risk at JP Morgan, and subsequently 
became global head and chief technology officer of banking technology. Prior to originally joining the firm, he was chief architect at 
CheckFree Investment Services.

Hari serves on the boards of OneGoal New York and Bent On Learning.
Hari earned a BE (Hons) in Engineering and an MSc (Hons) in Mathematics in 1997 from the Birla Institute of Technology and 
Science in Pilani, India. He also conducted mathematical research in theoretical computer science and completed a thesis on 
Godel's theorems. Hari has received multiple US patents in financial software optimizations, risk and trading algorithms.

Keynote



Mahesh Bhalerao
Director Partnerships, Next Billion Users & Payments Ecosystem, Google

Mahesh Bhalerao joined Google in 2011 and has led Marketing and Business Development initiatives with a strong focus in Asia 
based out of Singapore. Mahesh is currently responsible for product and business partnerships across the Next Billion Users 
product team globally, and all partnership efforts across the APAC Payments ecosystem.

Prior to this, he was Director of Business Development and Partnerships (India, Southeast Asia & South Asia) for the Android & 
Play Business where he was responsible for product and platform partnerships with Carriers, OEMs & Retail Organization for the 
region and Android & Google Play Marketing for the region. Prior to Google, Mahesh was with Yahoo! leading marketing for Yahoo! 
Mobile properties in India and then for the APAC region.

Mahesh has a Bachelor’s Degree in Production Engineering from Pune University, India and an MBA from IBS Bangalore India.

Keynote



Jamal Mohamed Fakhro
Managing Partner, KPMG Bahrain

Jamal has been a partner at KPMG Fakhro since 1982 (formerly Fakhro Establishment for Accounting and Auditing – the first national accounting and 

auditing firm established in Bahrain in 1968) and became Managing Partner in 1987.

Jamal has been a partner at KPMG Fakhro since 1982 (formerly Fakhro Establishment for Accounting and Auditing – the first national accounting and 

auditing firm established in Bahrain in 1968) and became Managing Partner in 1987. Jamal has over 35 years’ experience as client partner and 

advisor and has led cross-border engagements in financial services, oil and gas, government sectors infrastructure and communications. Jamal is the 

relationship partner for a select group of high-profile clients in Bahrain and interacts with board level executives from some of the region’s most 

prestigious businesses and organizations. His key areas of expertise include financial services (including Islamic finance), strategic planning and 

investments, GCC and emerging markets insights, corporate governance and family governance.

Jamal is a Founding Board Member for the Pearl Initiative – the leading independent, not-for-profit, by-business for-business, institution in the Gulf 

Region, which aims to influence and improve corporate accountability and transparency. Jamal also founded the ‘Jassim Fakhro fund’ a firmwide 

program aimed at providing financial and mentoring support for young Bahrainis to pursue the professional qualifications of their choice while 

gaining work experience within the firm.

Jamal is also a veteran Bahraini legislator, business advisor and a member of Shura Council (the Bahraini upper house of parliament), and holds the 

elected post of the First Vice Chairman.

Panelist



Dr. Edwin Van der Ouderaa currently leads Accenture’s Customer, Sales and Service practice for Europe and its Digital Banking practice 
globally.

Graduated as a Computer Science Engineer in 1985, Dr. Van der Ouderaa also holds a Phd in Information Theory and obtained a MBA in 
1989. He then founded a system integration and software company, which was funded with venture-capital. He served as its CEO until 
1995. 

Since he joined Accenture in 1995, he has been leading numerous global FS client accounts.
He has led one of Europe’s largest Banking IT Infrastructure Transformational Outsourcing programs, was the global head of Accenture’s 
Payments and Transaction Banking Practice and the head of its UKI Insurance practice. He developed Accenture’s first Banking and
Insurance High Performance Point-of Views.

In 2010-11, after the financial crisis, Dr. Van der Ouderaa participated to the creation of the Basel III rules by chairing the Liquidity kick-off 
sessions, one of the three streams of the Banking Supervision Framework (Capital Adequacy, Liquidity and Macro-Prudential Governance), 
advising the BIS, the Basel Committee and the G20 FSB with his financial models.

He created Accenture’s Financial Services Data and Analytics practice in 2009. He then took charge of setting up the FS Digital practice in 
2014, in which Data and Analytics was merged. He has been leading the FS Digital practice worldwide till 2020, sitting on the global FS 
Leadership Team and overseeing over that period the pivot of Accenture’s Financial Services revenues from 15% to 70% Digital.
He has also been leading since 2017 Accenture’s Digital Decoupling and Exponential IT initiative which established the world-leading 
architectural pattern for dealing with large legacy IT estates and integrating them with Digital and Cloud at speed.
Dr. Van der Ouderaa is personally involved in numerous digital transformations of large banks and insurers across the world, accompanying 
the CEOs on their journey.

Dr. Edwin Van der Ouderaa
Senior MD, Lead Accenture Customer, Sales and Service Europe

Keynote



Giulio Romanelli
Partner, McKinsey

Giulio Romanelli is a Partner in McKinsey based in Stockholm.

He co-leads McKnsey Global Transaction Banking service line and serves Clients globally ranging from strategy to operating model to 

digital/technology innovation. 

He is the author of several publications on the role technology and FinTechs play in accelerating innovation within the financial sector (and not 

only), incl. McKinsey Quarterly “Blockchain beyond the hype – what is the strategic value?” and “The power of many: Corporate banking in an 

ecosystem world”

Keynote



Martin Tricaud
CEO MENAT,  HSBC Group, Deputy Chairman HSBC Bank Middle East Ltd

Martin is a senior international banker with extensive experience in the Middle East, Asia and Europe connecting customers across HSBC’s global 
network in a banking career that spans three decades.

Leading HSBC’s next period of growth in the Middle East, North Africa and Turkey (MENAT), Martin returns to a region in which he laid the 
foundations of a career that has focused on helping customers fulfil global ambitions. Beginning his banking career in 1988 with Crédit 
Commercial de France (CCF), which became a wholly-owned entity of the HSBC Group in 2000, Martin moved to banking after spending a year as 
Charge d’affaires at the French Embassy in Cairo in 1987.

Martin held a number of structured finance and coverage roles in Paris before becoming Head of Export Finance at CCF in 1998. He returned to 
Egypt in 2000 as Chief Executive of CCF subsidiary Credit International d’Egypte, where he led its restructuring and sale, then stayed in Cairo as 
Senior General Manager at HSBC Egypt from 2001 to 2004.

Martin moved to Dubai in 2004 where he spent four years leading HSBC’s Corporate & Institutional business in the Middle East before moving to 
the bank’s global headquarters in London in 2008, where he became Global Head of Multinationals for HSBC’s Global Banking and Markets 
business.
He added an Asian dimension to his Middle East and Europe connections in 2013 by becoming Chief Executive Officer of HSBC in South Korea and 
then becoming CEO of HSBC Australia in 2017.

Martin’s return to MENAT in 2019 enables him to put to work his expertise in connecting customers to global opportunities in a region that is 
home to some of the world’s most ambitious economic transformation programmes, fast-growing capital markets, dynamic international trade 
hubs and vibrant, tech-savvy consumer sectors.

Martin graduated from the Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris, holds a Master’s in Law from La Sorbonne University, Paris and a Bachelor’s 
degree in History from Paris Nanterre (Paris X) University. 

A Conseiller du Commerce Exterieur de la France, appointed by French Government decree, since 2001, Martin is also an Ambassador for the 
Australian Indigenous Education Foundation (AIEF). 

Martin is a member of the boards of directors of HSBC Bank Middle East Limited and HSBC Saudi Arabia.

Panelist



Atiq Rahman
CEO, EMEA Emerging Markets, Citi

Atiq Rehman was appointed as Citi’s Chief Executive Officer for the Middle East in 2009. In 2013 his responsibilities were expanded to include North 

Africa and in 2015 further expanded Sub-Saharan Africa. In 2019 Atiq was appointed as the Chief Executive Officer for EMEA Emerging Markets, 

covering 29 presence and another 30 non presence countries. 

Prior to moving to the Middle East, Atiq held several senior positions in the company mostly based out of London. These include: Head of Loan 

Syndications for Europe, Middle East and Africa (EMEA); Co-Head of Capital Markets in EMEA; Global Head of Emerging Markets Debt Business; Global 

Co-Head of Loans and Leveraged Finance. 

During his 35 year career at Citigroup, Atiq has worked on some of the most prominent transactions around the world, including ground breaking 

acquisition financings, several large and high profile corporate restructurings and infrastructure financing transactions both in the Developed and 

Emerging Markets. More recently he has led the initiative of Citi’s re-entry into Saudi Arabia. 

Atiq in his current role is closely involved in managing several senior client and regulatory relationships and provides senior leadership in dealing 

with complex franchise, risk and business issues including involvement in large franchise defining transactions. 

Atiq holds an MBA degree and is married with four children. 

Panelist



Anthony Thomson is not your typical banking executive. A marketer by background, he believes passionately that profit should be the by-product of 
giving the customer a better product, service or experience. Anthony has developed a flair for disrupting traditional banking systems, founding two banks 
in the UK, Metro Bank, the UK’s first new bank in 150 years and Atom Bank, the UK’s first bank for mobile. Anthony has raised in excess of $1billion in 
capital over the course of his career and is a highly respected financial services expert worldwide. Anthony has served as the Goldman Visiting Professor 
for Innovation and Enterprise at Newcastle Business School and Visiting Professor at London Metropolitan University. He has also co-authored a book, No 
small change, why financial services needs better marketing and is a member of the Advisory Board of ila Bank Bahrain.

He is also the co-founder and former chairman of the Financial Services Forum, the UK’s leading membership organisation for senior marketers and the 
former Chairman of the National Skills Academy for Financial Services, the UK’s leading employer-led charity.

As chairman of Australia’s first smartbank 86 400, Anthony brings his extensive experience in the financial services industry and hunger to shake up the 
banking landscape in the Australian market.

Anthony Thomson
Founder of Atom Bank, Metro and 86400

Moderator



Mohamed Rasheed Al Maraj
CEO, ila Bank Bahrain

Mr. Almaraj is the Chief Executive Officer of Bank ABC’s Digital Retail Bank “ila” in Bahrain, having joined the bank in 2015. Prior to this 
appointment, Mohamed served as the COO of ila Bank. Previously, he played a key role in several Group level initiatives including the 
establishment of Bank ABC’s DIFC office, launch of the Debt Capital Markets practice, and the launch of B-wallet, and acquiring POS 
machines for Bank ABC’s digital payments subsidiary AFS.

Prior to joining Bank ABC, Mr. Almaraj was a Senior Associate with the investment bank, Perella Weinberg Partners, in New York with a focus 
on mergers & acquisitions transactions and corporate restructurings in the technology, media, telecom and financial services sectors. He has 
10 years of experience in corporate finance, investments, restructurings and digital transformations across the GCC and the US. 

He is a board member of the following companies:
· Arab Financial Services (“AFS”) – Bahrain based payment solutions provider and Cards Processer. Member of the Audit Committee.
· Bahrain Car Parks Company – Bahrain based public company that specializes in the management of Car Parks and providing car park    

solutions. Executive Committee Member and Head of the Digital Committee
· Finzo – a Bahrain based fintech solutions provider. Member of the Audit Committee

He holds a B.S. in Finance and Accounting from the Wharton School of Business, University of Pennsylvania, United States.

Panelist



Robert Bell
CEO, 86400

86 400’s founding CEO, Rob’s commitment to helping Australians take control of their finances and building a genuine alternative to the big 
four Australian banks is the driving force behind the 100+ strong team at 86 400.

Rob has extensive leadership experience in financial services across Australia and the Asia Pacific region.  Prior to 86 400 he held Executive 
and CEO roles at Cuscal, Australian Unity Bank and ANZ including CEO positions at both ANZ Japan and ANZ Fiji. 

Panelist



Deniz Güven
CEO, Mox

Panelist

Deniz is a recognised leader in driving digital transformation and bringing new digital banking experience to global audiences. 
As the Mox CEO, Deniz leads the team in building a smart bank to solve client pain points with real and innovative digital 
services. Prior to joining Mox, Deniz was the Global Head of Digital for Standard Chartered and held various senior roles with 
Garanti BBVA, where he helped drive the business to secure more than 5 million customers in Turkey. Previously, Deniz also 
worked for HSBC, QNB Finansbank and DemirBank.


